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Bri​anna “Hoops” Green brought the Har​lem Glo​be​trot​ters ver​sion of hoop dreams to
Westmount High School, Mon​day morn​ing.

Green has been a Glo​be​trot​ter for just over three months, but that didn’t stop her from
shar​ing the leg​endary bas​ket​ball team’s en​dur​ing mes​sage of good times and hard work with
about 100 stu ​dents in the school gym.

“How many of you guys have been to a Glo​be​trot​ters game?” she asked. About 10 hands
went up.

“Al​right, those of you who haven’t, we’ve been around 91 years, since 1926. That’s a long
time that we’ve been bring​ing fam​ily fun and smiles to the game of bas​ket​ball. If you haven’t
seen it, you’ll see some mes​mer​iz​ing dunks and crazy trick shots, show​cas​ing our ball-han​‐
dling skills.”

Green show​cased some of those skills for stu​dents, whom she in​vited up to teach com​bi​na​‐
tions of un ​der-the-leg, around-the-back, be​hind-the-neck, off-the-knee and along-the-arm
tricks with the ball, along with some fancy drib​bling tech​niques.

Bri​anna “Hoops” Green shows off her Har​lem Glo ​be​trot​ter skills at Westmount
High School on Mon​day. The demon​stra​tion came with a three-point mes ​sage,
T’Cha Dunlevy re​ports: the value of hard work, how to deal with bul​lies and
what girls can achieve.
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But first, the 5-foot-9 player gave the en​rapt stu​dents a brief pep talk about the ABCs of
bul​ly​ing pre​ven​tion.

“A stands for ac ​tion, B stands for brav​ery, C stands for com​pas​sion,” she said, re​veal​ing
that she her ​self had been picked on, grow​ing up.

“When I was younger, I was a tom​boy, al​ways hang​ing around with the guys,” she said.
“The girls would make fun of me, say​ing, ‘You want to be a boy,’ ” she told the crowd. “If it
were up to them, I wouldn’t be the 15th fe​male on the world-fa​mous Glo​be​trot​ters. I wouldn’t
have played pro​fes​sion​ally in Spain, the Czech Repub​lic and Mex ​ico. I wouldn’t have been an
all-Amer ​i​can nom​i​nee. And I wouldn’t have gone to col​lege in Texas.”

In an interview af​ter the pre​sen​ta​tion, Green con​fided she was also taunted about the
colour of her skin.

“Be​cause my mom’s black and
my dad’s white, I would hear dif​fer​ent racial slurs,” she said, “peo​ple say​ing stuff like I

was a mutt, or a ze​bra, stuff like that.”
She dealt with it by ig​nor​ing it, and by head​ing to the bas​ket​ball court.
“Hon​estly, I just didn’t re​ally pay at​ten​tion,” she said. “I would hear it but I didn’t let it af​‐

fect me. If I had let them hold me back or get in my head, I wouldn’t be as suc​cess​ful as I am
to​day.”

A na​tive of Lexington, Ky., Green be​gan play​ing bas​ket​ball at age 4, en​cour​aged by her
older brother. She ex​celled in high school and col​lege bas ​ket​ball en route to a grad​u​ate de ​gree
in sports man​age​ment at South​ern New Hamp​shire Univer​sity in 2015.

She is one of two women among the six new play​ers who joined the Glo​be​trot​ters in De​‐
cem​ber, bring​ing the to​tal num​ber of women on the 31-player ros​ter to four, the high​est it has
ever been.

“It’s a lot of fun let​ting girls know that they can do what​ever they want,” Green said. “They
can play with the guys. As long as you put in the hard work and the time, you can deal with
any​thing.”

That mes​sage was not lost on Westmount High stu​dent Kar​lee Thomas, 17.
“It was re​ally fun,” Thomas said of meet​ing Green. “I’ve been play​ing (bas​ket​ball) for a

cou​ple of years . ... I learned about work​ing on bet​ter ball-han ​dling skills and ball con​trol
when you’re play ​ing, and work ​ing on car​dio to make sure I’m fit to con​tinue push ​ing my​self
to play full-court.”

Thomas also ap​pre​ci​ated Green’s mes​sage of em​pow​er​ment.
“Watch​ing her goes to show: if you put your mind to do​ing what you want to do, you can

achieve suc ​cess.”


